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3. Claims: 

Please amend claims 1, 2, 4, 5, and 9 and add new claimis 24-29 piirsxjmit to 37 C.F.R. 
§ L121(c)(i) as set forth in the "clean" version attached hereto as Appendix A. Entry is 
respectfully requested. A version with markings to show tlic changes made pursuant to 37 
CF.R. § 1.121 (c)(ii) is attached hereto as Appendix B. 

✓ If checked, the optional complete set of "clean" claims pursuant to 37 C.F.R- § 
1.121(c)(3) is attached hereto as Appendix C. 
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APPENDIX A 

"CLEAN" VERSION OF EACH PARAGRAPII/SECTION/CLAIM 
37 C.F.R. § L121(bXID AND (vXO 

SPECIFICATION 
Paragraph at page 1> tiae 11: 

Conventionallyi engineers propose aiid design various types of musical tone signal 
generation apparatuses which are easy to be played by plenty of users to participate in musical 
performance so that users who are inexperienced in performance of musical instruments can 
enjoy playing music. Those musical tone signal generation apparatuses are designed to be easily 
played by users and easily installed in prescribed places. 

Paragraph page 2. line 13: 

Because the aforementioned electronic percussion instruments are constructed and shaped 
in table forms, it is easy for users to facilitate them in appropriate places. However, the table 
forms may cause limits in facilitation of places and manners of musical performance. Hence, the 
conventional table-type electronic percussion instruments are disadvantageous because of a low 
degree of freedom in musical performance. In order to accommodate for plenty of users being 
simultaneously seated, the table-type dectranic percussion instruments should be designed to 
have a relatively large size of tables, which have difficulties in transportation. It is troublesome 
for users to carry the table-type electronic percussion instrument out of a room or building. So, 
the users are required to be seated around the table-type electronic percussion instrument that is 
transported and fixed in the room. 

Paragraph at page 3, Hne 21: 

In the case of automatic performance, musical tone signals arc automatically generated 
based on the performance data, so that the speakers of the main unit produce corresponding 
musical tones. In case of manual performance, musical tone signals are generated in response to 
tone-generation instructions being issued from the performance operator manually operated by 
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tte user, so that the speaker produces corresponding musical tones with respect to its tone color. 
Herein, it is possible to produce arscompaniment soxinds together with the musical tones of the 
manual perfortnanee. 



raragrap ii at pa ge 7. line 2: 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged view showing arrangement of switches «nd indicators on the control 
panel 120. The control panel 120 is mainly used for controls of automatic performance. 
Namely, the control panel 120 includes a play switch 121, a stop switch 12, a fast forward switch 
123. a rewind (or reverse) switch 124, a power switch 125 and an eject switch 126. In addition, 
the control panel 120 also includes tone volume switches 1 27a, I27b and a tone volume indicator 
127c, tempo switches 128a. 128b and a tempo indicator 128o, modulation switches 129a, 129b 
and a modulation indicator 129c. 



Paraeranh at page 7. line 20: 

The tone volume switches 127a, I27b are used to designate a tone volume (VOLUME) of 
the automatic perfoimaace being played. Herein, the lone volume .switch 127a designates 
decrease of the tone voluitie, while the tone volamc switch 127b designates increase of the ton© 
volume. The tone volume indicator I27c includes a prescribed number of LEDs for indicaUon of 
the tone volume presently designated. Herein, the lone volume indicator 127c is configured by a 
prescribed number of blocks corresponding to the LEDs, one of which is selectively lighted. 
Every lime the tone volume switch I27a is pressed, light (see highlighted ♦T)la£k" block) of the 
tone volume indicator 127c moves downwardly in view of the user who is seated at a main unit 
100 to watch the control panel 120 as shown in FIG. 3. Every time the tone volume switch ) 27b 
is pressed, light of the tone volume indicator 127c moves upwardly in view of the user. 

Paragraph at pag f % line ISi 

The present embodiment includes two types of the operators, namely, the operator 200-0 
specifically including a sub panel 21 0 as shown in FIG. 4 and other operators 200-1 to 200-4 
each merely include two pads 201 as shown in FIG. 5. The sub panel 210 includes a play switch 

C 
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21 1, a stop switch 212, a fast forward switch 213 and a rewind (or reverse) switch 214. Those 
switches 21 1, 212, 213 and 214 of the sub panel 210 respectively have same functions of the 
aforementioned switches 121, 122, 123 and 124 of the control panel 120. 

Paragraph at page 12, line 8: 

The present embodiment is described such that the performance data correspond to MIDI 
data, which describe data representing tone pitches and velocities as well as lime information in 
accordance witli a prescribed MIDI fonnat (where "MIDF' represents tlie standard for "Musical 
Inabiiment Digital Interface*")- 

CLAIMS (with indication of amended or new): 

1 , (Amended) A musical tone signal generation app^atus includkig at least one 
perfonnance operator which is physically sepat'atcd from a main unit to issue tone-generation 
instructions for generation of musical tones in response to manual operations made by a user, 
said musical tone signal generation apparatus comprising: 

a musical tone signal generator for generating musical tone signals; a storage for storing 
performance data; 

an automatic performance controller for playing automatic perfonnance by controlling 
the musical tone signal generator based on the perrormance data stored in the storage; and 

a manual performance controller for controlling the musical tone signal generator to 
generate the musical tone signals in response to the tone-generation instructions output from the 
at least one performance operator being manually operated by the user, the tone-generation 
instractions defming tone color data assigned to the at least one performance operator. 

2, (Amended) A musical tone signal generation apparatus including at least one 
performance opemtor which is physically separated from a main imit lo Issue tone^gencration 
instructions for generation of musical tones in response lo manual operations made by a user, 
said musical tone signal generation apparatus comprising: 

0 
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a musical tone signal generator for generdiiag musical tone signals; 
a storage for stotiug peifoimance data; 

an automatic perfomance controller for playing automatic performance by conliolling 
the musical tone signal generator bastjd on tlie perfomiance data stored in the storage; 

a manual pcrfomiance controller for controlling the musical tone signal generator to 
generate the musical tone signids in response to the tone-generation instructions output from the 
performance operator being manuaUy operated by the user, the tone-generation Instructions 
defining tone color data assigned lo the at least one performance operator, and 

first and second manual operable members, each of whicb is manually operated by the 
user to control the musical tone signal generator in accordance with a prescribed function, 

wherein the first manual operable member is provided for the main unit while the second 
manual operable member is provided for the performance operator. 

4. (Amended) A musical tone signal generation apparams including a plm-aUty of 
performance operators each of which is physically separated from a main unit to issue 
tone-generation instructions for generation of musical tones in response to manual operations 
made by users, said musical tone signal generation apparatus comprising: 

a musical lone sigi^al generator for generating musical tone signals; 

a storage wliich is provided for a musical tune constructed by a plurality of parts, so that 
the storage stores performance data with regard to at least a prescribed part within the pluraUty of 
parts and tone color data with regard to all of die plurality of parts; 

a tone color assignor for assigning tone colors, designated by the tone color data of the 
plurality of parts, respectively to the pluraUty of performance operators; 

an automatic performance controller for playing automatic performance by controlling 
the musical tone signal generator based on the performance data stored in the storage; and 

a manual performance controller for controlling the musical tone signal generator to 
generate the musical tone signals in response to the tone-generation instructions output from the 
performance operators being manually operated by the users. 
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5. (Amended) A musical tone signal generation apparatus including a plurality of 
performance operators each of which is physically separated from a main unit lo isspe 
tone-generation inslTUctions for generation of musical tones in response to manual operations 
made by users, said musical tone signal generation apparatus comprising: 

a musical tone signal generator for generating musical tone signals; 

a storage which is provided for a musical tune conslrucled by a plurality of parts, so that 
the storage stores performance data with regard to at least a prescribed part within the plurality of 
parts and tone color data with regard to all of the plurality of parts; 

a tone color assignor for assigning tone colors, designated by tlie tone color data of the 
plurality of parts, respectively to the plurality of perfomiance operators; 

an automatic performance controller for playing automatic performance by controlling 
the musical tone signal generator based on the perfomiance data stored in the storage; 

a manual performance controller for controlling the musical tone signal generator to 
generate the musical tone signals in response to the tone-generation instructions output from the 
performance operators being manually operated by the users; and 

first and second jnatmal operable members, each of which is manually operated by tlic 
user to control the musical tone signal generator in accordance with a prescribed function, 

wherein the first manual operable member is provided for the main unit while the second 
manual opmble member is provided for one of the plm^aUty of performance operators. 

9. (Amended) A musical tone signal generation apparatus accordmg to claim 8 
wherem each of the pluraUty of perfoimiuice opei^tors includes at least a pad whose surfece is to 
be stmck by each user to issue a tone-generation instmction. 

24. (New) A musical tone signal generation apparatus comprising: 
a main unit that has a circular periphery; 

at least one performance operator that is separated from the main vmil; 
a pluraUty of speiikers arranged on the main imit; 
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a sensor installed in the performance operator, wherein the sensor detects on impact 
applied to the perfoimance operator so as to convert it to an electric signal; and 

a musical tone signal generator for generating a musical tone signal based oo the electric 
signal output from tlie sensor, so that the speaker generates a musical tone based on the musical 
tone signal. 

25. (New) The musical tone signal generation apparatus according to claim 24, 
-v^iierein the main unit has a conical shape. 

26. (New) The musical tone signal generation apparatus according to claim 24, 
wherein the plurality of speakers are arranged on the main unit in a radial pattern. 

27. (New) The musioal tone signal generation apparatus according to claim 24» 
which is designed as a portable percussion instrument. 

28. (New) The musical tone signal generation apparatus according to claim 24, 

fiirtlier comprising; 

a storage for storing performance data, and 

tin automatic performance controller for playing automatic performance by controlling 
the musical tone signal generator based on the performance data stored in the storage, 

29. (New) The musical tone signal generation apparatus according to claim 24, 
wherein the performance operator provides at least one pad that is to be struck by a user and that 
has a sensor thereunder. 
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